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If we don't listen to the prophets,
then why have them?

Elder Harold B. Lee said, “Every soul today that is not
hearkening unto the ... inspired counsel that comes
from the [Lord’s] leaders is being deceived by the
power of Satan, and they are gradually coming to be
in his power.... Satan never goes on vacation. He
never sleeps” (Harold B. Lee, Children’s Friend, June
1949, 254-255).

What About the Spinach?

What Sized Hole Are You Looking

We Must Even Eat the Spinach!

“This is a hard but necessary dimension of
the doctrine about living prophets, and each
in his circumstantial turn will need to be
tested to see if he really subscribes to it.
Our relationship to living prophets is not
one in which their sayings are a smorgas-
bord from which we may take only that
which pleases us. We are to partake of all
that is placed before us, including the
spinach, and to leave a clean plate!” (Neal
A. Maxwell, Things As They Really Are [Salt
Lake City: Deseret Book Co., 1978], 74).

Be in Full Harmony withithe Savior

“I do not believe members
of this church can be in full
harmony with the Savior
without sustaining his
living prophet on the earth,
the President of the
Church. If we do not
sustain the living prophet,
whoever he may be, we die
spiritually” (James E.
Faust, Ensign, November
1989, 9).




What We Need Today.

“What we need
today is not more
prophets. We have
the prophets. But
what we need is
more people with
listening ears. That
is the great need of
our generation” (J.
Rueben Clark, Jr.
CR, October 1948,
82).

A Few Canaries Among Our
Youth

1. Teens andl cell phones
2. MySpace
3. Pernography.

Concern #1: Teens and Cell
Phones

¢ lleenagers and cell phones are often not a
good combination.

+» My wifie and I canl telllyoul from fikst hand
experience. Ourlast cellfphonebillwas
moKkel thian U fiksti hoUSe payiment.

s ihanidtlly, ourehildrenthave jobs, and
thieyAgetitorcontipttertorthieoills

9 Bl thEreraeMmmenyAreasens WhyApPekeEnts
MILSE pploslitor @ple tise of el sipleses Y]
thElFtEEN TS,

Canaries in the Mine

"I have been in a few mines as a visitor. It
is interesting that even visitors receive
safety training and are equipped with safety
equipment before entering the mine.
Modern mines have devices to monitor air
quality so that if there is a problem, the
miners have some warning and can quickly
leave the mine. Before modern monitoring
systems were developed, miners used to
take canaries down into the mines with
them,. Canaries are more susceptible to the
poisenous gases and wouldl be asphyxiated
before the miners were affected. Ifi the
canary died, theiminers knew to getiout of
there. It was! a type of early warning
system.”

Going to Heck in a Hand Basket

“You cannot allow teenagers who
don’t have a clue about life make
decisions that will destroy their
lives... You cannot allow your
children to goi to hell under your:

S/
WatCh (Elder Blake Sonne, 5" Quorum of the
Seventy, Family Together Forever Parenting Conference,
Tupelo Mississippi Stake, February 2006).

Cell Phones and School

Just because kids are in school
doesn't mean their phones are
turned| ofif. Thikty-eight percent of
teens surveyed text-message with
firiends duking schooel hours: A
smialler 30) percentt off StUdentts say;
eV pIayAVICGECGEMES Gl tiE)IE
pheRESAWhIlE L SChBEIFPaEntShvhe
leekeai thelskaarsicallspwillRrEalizer 26
PECEN L O KICS SPEKAWIthNPESPIE
momianerde Ve UIERFEREPPREVE" OF .




Cell Phones and Teen
Socialization

+ The cell phone has become a primary;
mode of socializing fior teens and they: will
ofiten| aveid contact with peers that don't
have; cell phones, according tor al study: by
Context. Jihe Baltimore company: USES
ahthiropelegistsiter study, consumer tiends,

s Next timera teeEnacer says) Mom il
don'ttheve a phone) o5 Dad, i don't
nzveE = onlogle, Hanl going tONYENG OPOEN
thieyianerbeingiseriols,  said RoBE
Blinli<off, Copltest's orine] ozl
enithepeloEisE

Parents, Monitor Cell Phone Use

+ Have your children turn the phone in each
night before bed.

» Now: with easy: pornogdraphy: dewnlead
capability~ be aware!

¢ Perhapsi Using the phiene; fior EmErdenCies
rather than ConVenience

» Moniter minutesiandiwher theysarertalking
[£0),

@ HaVesomedroundN Ul ESEDNDORRECHNI:
clUirlnlef enltiren) | [ies4e nrlasselefisle) elirinle
epltiren) speadnes, 2) Wale Enay ezn) czllf, 2
WhertheyaaIVethEfUmbERS to2 )N imit
MIRUGEES

MySpace

On this site, youth are
exposed to lewdness,
pornography, sex talk

Over 100 million people
currently have a  MySpace
account, and the site; attracts
more than 4% of all internet
trafiic dailys

Ifiyoeurr child has hours to
spend on this WebSIte, your
childihas Way toe mUuch time
GO EHEIFhEnES!

The Selfish Cell Phone Culture

¢ Cell Phone Culture is a selfish, individual culture.

+ Unlike when we were teenagers, and when you
went to call someone of the opposite sex, or'a
firiend— everyone ini the family room was
listening.

o Today, kids are talking outins the driveway,, in the
calf, out inithe back vard= and parents haverno
idea who they: are talking te, or what they: are
Sayingy.

Rudeness); phong; callsiduring dinner; phone calls
i socialfsitiiations, phone callsfat Si00) a:mk, text
nessading dung chitlich, and duling classk

» Yesterday, menrteldimerabouittar cotplertext:
messadindlin the celestial room

Concern #2: My Space.Com

¢ Be real careful here. In our home,
there isine "My Space” allowed. Our
kids, have “INo Space’

+ [IhiS IS al gaibagel site. Because we
had anfincidentinreurheome Wherera
youhalmanpltotirdatdghter ontmy,
SpeceWeENaareraEnVvelveEd
ejuield=tnlls IS wnle of Eae Wers
WEBSIESFOUINEEE-EaASalRiE YOG
Gl DEFEXPBSEENEOP

MySpace

Police, call MySpace a predator’s
buffet. Simultaneous to the
meteoric growth of the site is its
INCreasing CoNNECHION ter CHIMES
IRVeIViRGg the yeuna mclitding
HarassmEnis, repe) Melestation
andimuraers




Dateline Findings

When “Dateline” surfied MySpace,
they fiound| scenes of binge drinkingj,
apparent drugl use, teens posing in
underwear, andl ether mEmDERS
Simulating sex; encNRrSeME CasES
even having .. eens listed net

ORIV thEIFREIMES) and acEiFESSES), DUt

evenrcelliphenenumbers end aiter
SchEBIFSEhEAUIESE

Concern #3: Pornography

“Pornography. is evil. I love the story told at

the funeral off Henry: Eyringls father. When he

Wasi a youngl man coming across) the border
firom the Mexican colonies to ther United
States), the customs mean said, “Son), doryou
hiaverany: pornodiaphyiin ol SUitcase oF

titlnksP“HHerresponded), N sir, we don‘t even
oW e poRNBGEaphr A lESWondermtister be thiat

pue andiaiVeErVENROWNPEIOEEPIIVAIS
cddicuVerandidestriicuve (e ahnss
Fezltparstone, “Ona Einli< Sl mlolels, 4 Ersie)r,
Neov, 1999, 15,

The Plaguing Sin of the
Generation

¢ "The plaguing sin of this generation is
sexual immorality... It permeates oul:
society” (President Ezra Taft BEnson,
Ensigm, May: 1986, 4):
=Sextaliimmorality s arVipers that s
sthiking not enlyAin therword, BUtinrthe
Chtrchrtocays NGt aamitNtISItorE
dangeneusiyacomplacentorisHikeENUEting
one’s nezlel In) dne sand” (Prasidant Erel
Telft Bansorn, Gad, Fermily, Coliriry 259
2280)).

Self Creation and Deception

“When people join MySpace, they discover
a world where they can be whatever and
whoever they: want: to be. Sometimes
young people strtigaling withilow: selfi=
Esteeml mey/ tune ol fiends and family to
MEEE and mpreESSIPEoPIEMWItan
imaginaiy2 ol exacderatedidentity cnline:
Cvoar ipltarzletion) ezln) reolzles reelliny for
thESENnEIVICUaISENUTtEIELNGHIEEN O
Pzirenis, Faanily MeseEiren Colnell,
Welsalirlejton, D.C,, 1L0),

What Is Satan’s Greatest Threat
Today?

“Satan’s greatest threat today, is to
destroy the family, and make a
mockery of the law of chastity and
the sanctity of the marriage

covenant™ (President Harold B. Lee, Church
News, 19 August 1972, 3).
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Living in a Bubble

“Recently, a young man
commented that if he quit
reading books, watching
television, seeingl mMovies,
reading newspapers and .
meagazines, andl geing terschool, o
there was) al chiance he might live & .
a clean lifie. This explains, in v,
large part, therextent torwhich

thelinsidious; evil off sextal

priomisclity hasispreadi

(President Ezraniielit BERSon),

VIECChIngS Of EZie Nt BERSoN),

409 241 0).
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Don’t Look In The Box

“Hello, Son. Youlve probably noticed that big
cardboard box in the middle of your bedroom
floor. As you've heard), it contains a bunch of
[pornographicll magazines. Underneath those are
hardcore madezines. Underneath those are
hardcore madezines| containing some of the worst
kind of hardcore sexuall imagery: aveailable inf the
world) includingrillegall childipornodraphy= youre
probably: been| cuiols about what “harkdcore”
looks like;, haven t you?

SWeEllhere 'srtherdeald ot oo kaInthENOX?

Don’t Look in the Box

“Your 15 now;; old enoughi to spend
significant time home alone as your Mom
and I go on Various errandsi andl events,
and your brother and sister arkel involved in
theilr activities, Off colKsE), thERENS Ne Way,
Iwould knewiiiyouHooked in  therhox: i
ety VourcouldrsgielyAremoVe aUitera e,
ISSUES acKEEPIthEMPEISEWhERE =1
wolllep‘e plggiee. BUE glgzsed done [gaic i)
CHIENOX

What is Pornography?

“Pornography is any material depicting or
describing the human body or sexual conduct in
a way that arouses sexual feelings. It is
distributed through many media, including
magazines, books, television, movies, music, and the
Internet. It is as/ harmfull to the spikit as tobacco,
alcohol, and drugs are to) the body: Using
polnodiaphic materaliin any, Weay.isialvielation of 2
commeandment o Gods hourshaltinot .. commil:
adultery: ... nortdoranything like Unto it (D8CI59:6).
1t can' Iead/ to) othEr SerioUS Sins:, MemERS off the
Chiurehrshiotld avoid pormegdiaphyAintany. form and
shiould epposeNts producton, disthbution,fand use.

Don’t Look in the Box

“1'm sorry that it has to be in the
middle off the floor— I know: you'll trip
OVEr It every: time youl enter the
room, which willfrenew: ence aggain
yourclresIty, about whiat therbox
containsk Alse) I'm sorry: aboelitall
thathmailwWhIchrcomES teryoUrand
EntICiNGIVAdESCHIVES CERtAINNMECEZNE
ISSUESWhIChRREN N EhEN XS
REmEMBER den tloekRItHEN O

Don’t Look in the Box

*I realize that as a teenager, your sexual drive is
stronger now than at any other time in your life.
So, not only will curiosity fuel your desire to look
in the box, but your hormones will be begging
youl te do so as well. And once, when you
tripped on the box and one issuel tumbled out,
what you saw: as your hurriedly put it back
ignited yourinterest. It took every, bit: of:
willpewer vourhad tornot fii through theissue; in
yourthands: BUt nermatter whats donft Iook in
thesbox NUnternet GuideN o Paretsy Eamily;
Researchr Cotncl, Weshington), DiE:,) 10):

Pornography is Tragically
Addictive

“Pornography. is tragically: addictive. Like
other addictions, it leads; people to
experiment and to seek more powerful
stimulations: I Vou experiment Withit and
allowiyeURSEIRF o rEemain: catght i its trap), /i
Wilk elesigay ety cleejrzle/iple] et relicle), FIE=IrT,
i SPI Wi NOLNY/OUR Gl SElFIESPECE ald,
i Votir sgpise i irle gezltijes af fife L il
LES YOG OVINE)IE N EEE S OUNONEVIIN oL G IS
zrlel possioly avil cieijors, Fewill eztise igrrio)e
clzlrrlzie)e io) oLl fErnily relaliionsios,




Pornography Will Ruin Your Life

“Because of the addictive nature off
Bornography and the harm it can cause to
ody and spikit, senvants of God have
repeatedly, warned usiter shuniit. I you: are
calghtinl the trap off pernogkaphy,, stop
immediately andiseekshelprihreugh
rEpentance, youl canl reEcEIVE forgiVeness and
nErhePENR thErdOSPEIN GO oY OUIDISHOP O
DIECHNPIESIE N0 COLISE/NOIINIOWALO
OV ECOIIEN /O PIOLIEIN alit SEERIEEIIG,
rlraLielr) irje Aol of Jests Criffse, Nsi
thEN CORE O CIVEN O URHE StRENELING
oVeEncomeErthisT el EradEiCtoRFNGIIE D the
Felitr), Pornocraony, Lii7=18),

By the Numbers

"One in five children ages 10-17 [has] received a
sexual solicitation over the Internet. ...

“Three million of the visitors to adult websites in
September 2000 were age 17 or younger.

“Sex is the number 1 topic searched on the.
Internet” (NCPCE Online, “Current Statistics,”
Internet, https //Wwwinational coalition:.orgy:
stat.htmi).

An) estimated 400 new. porn) sites)are added
to, theinternet daily (sounces Victor Cliney,
Deseret News Article, BYU Conference, 2/8)/01).

By the Numbers

Internet Pornography made over a billion
dollars in profits in 2002

40 Million Americans visit pornographic websites
regularly;

33%; of men| view: pornogdiaphy: on the Internet
200 off men View! pornogdraphy: at work

The only twoerwoerds entered inj search engines
moxe thiamn sex ale and and the

9 out of: 10 children) 2ages 8 to) 16 heVerbeen
exposed torpornedraphy:

Sourcer  Cameront Sawyer, “Establishing
Saficduerds Adaihst Offensivesinternet Material,
2 Qetonas 20038, /U Farniligs Urlelar Flre
Copferenes

Pornography is Dangerous and
Addictive

“Pornography: ini alllits fiorms is especially.
dangerous and addictive. What may begin as
al cUliious indulgence can| become a
destructive habit that) takes) controll off you:
lifes It canileadyourte sexual tianseiression
andieven criminalrbenavioie s Porvioglapiyiis g
POISONNTIEE WEBKERNSY/OUISEIECONILO))
ChEIGES e/ OURSEE OLHENS N CElISESN /O
o) Jose irle ctijclarice of ire Soiric zirlel ezlr)
aVer) zffdei olir zloflisy e flzle 2l rloririzll
ralzlcfopslio Wikr) Yolir ftitire sootse’ (Fogig)E
Sirariejinl of (o, 17-19% Snenizsis zlefel=ah)s

Avoiding Obscenity

“According| tor a survey commissioned by the
U.S. Department of Justice... 25 percent of
suveyed youth reported Unwanted exposure
to) sexually explicit material onr the Internet
within therpast year. Nearly thiree-fiounths
occurrediwWhilessuiHsing the Weby Withrthie
remaindereccliminerthiotcghrenmailiorinstant:
Messadindg I ErdEatimE ] Oty CIREXPOSURES
Inveolved gicitiras Witn ntleiny: crled 38 vafcan)
aven snowed gegnle pavise seud’ (Lridre
Giujela for Pearanis, Femily Researcn Geltigldil;
Wesnineton, B.C,, 14

More Statistics

The 12-17 age group is the largest consumer of
Internet porn.

More than 60 percent of companies have disciplined -
and more. than 30 percent have terminated -
employees for inappropriate use of the Internet.
(Source: Jihe Center for Internet Studies);

As of September 2000, children were spending 65%
more of:their time viewing pornography.sites then,
they did on game)sites

8506 ol kids strveyed said theiis parents didnt know what
they did on the Internet

US| phone companies) estimate 702/%) ofi the 500,000 dajly
ezl o eizll=zi- dornl Elre mnlzlel s oY anliplors Wil deiezl ) palticn) o
thElF contactInfofmmation fitom thE AtErmEL:

A estimated 709 of allf periogaphy ends: uplin the hands:
offchildren:




Stay Away from Pornography

“Stay away from pornography!
Avoid it as you would a terrible
disease. Itis a consuming
disease. It is addictive. It gets
hold off men and grasps them until
they can scarcely let it go.... These
meagazines, theselvideo tapes, these
laternight programs, youl don't need
them. “They will just hurt yeu,, they,
wonrt helpryou: " hey will destroy,
you, i youlpessist inflooking at
them™ (President Gordon: B:

Sinckl ey eachings o/ GolE o) 5,
HICKIEY )y 2580

Pornography Destroys Individuals
and Families (Cont.)

“pornography: is
overpoweringly addictive and
severely damaging. This
potent tool of Lucifer
degrades the mind, heart,
and the soul of any who
useit. All'whol are caught
in its seductive, tantalizing
webrandremain so, will
beconie addicted to)its
immoralldestructive
infuence (Richerd & SCoLt,
Ensign, May: 2000), 36):

Consequences of Pornography

¢ It is a perversion of normal love and affection
and vulgarizes sacred procreative power

+ Continued! involvement changes normal
thoughtsiand attitudes regarding male and
female relationships
It weakens the users| spiritual strength),
personal life, maktiage, and fiamily,
relationships
It destroeys aniindividuals sensel of self-worth
It Iselates) users fiiom| their fiamilies, society,,
and therChureh

Seme memn neVvelostieVerRyehing: their
SpoUse; thelFchildien, and thelF careers.

Pornography Destroys
Individuals and Families

“One off the most damning influences on
earth, one that has caused uncountable
grief;, suffering, heartache, and destroyed
markiagestis the onslaughit off pernography
inrallfeifitsivicious), corroding), destructivie
iormsy  Whetherit berthroughithe
printed page;  imovies, television)
obscenelyricsythertelephone)orionia
flickering personal computer'screen)

How Will It Affect Your Mission

Physiological Changes

When youl view: those pictures, and
subseguently, have “immoral thoughts)”
not only/ s your mind impacted, but
your whole system). Visual or
cognitive concentration on a sexual
Iimage immediately begins; to
release several of the body’s
powerfulthormones  whichicreate a
desire for more sexual feelings.
Youngimenyyourmustnotustrand.
YouNmustinorentertainimimoral
thoughits:




Jacob 2: Lessons from Jacob on
Sexual Sin

31 For behold, I, the Lord, have seen the sorrow,

and heard the mourning of the daughters of my
people in the land of Jerusalem, yea, and in all'the
lands of my people, because of the wickedness and
abominations of their husbands.

32 And I willlnot suffer, saith the Lord of Hosts, that

the cries|of the fair daughters of this people, which I
have led out of'the landief Jerusalem, shall come up)
u?to me against:the men| of- my people, saith) the Lord
of' Hosts.

33 Eor they shall'not lead away captive the

daughters) off my people because ofitheir tenderness;
save I shalllvisit: them with a sore curse, even unto
destructiony for they shall noticommitwhoredomse,
like unto them) ofi old, saith the/ Lord ofi"H6sts.

True Doctrine (Cont.)

“Eor ourr words will condemn us, yea, all
our works willfcondemn: us; we shall not
be found spotless; andl ours thoughts will
also condemni us; amnd in: this awifill state
wershallfnoet dare tor ook Uprte ol God;
andwewoeuld aintbe gladiifwercould
commend therrocks and thie moeuntains to
iial[SUpeRRUS torhidERUSHiromhIS PrESEncE”
(Alpnlz) I 220020)

Nejteld Q)i drlotle|niis, Worels, zlscl cfe=iecls
conielensn) Us

Prophet’s Plea (Cont.)

“It is a five-billion-dellar business, for
those who produce it. They make it as ...
attractive as they know how. It seduces
and destroys itsivictims, It IS everywhere.
Its all abeut us, It plead with yeu young
mEen Not tordet involVedinits Use. You
SimpIV. cannOL aiifiord tox

Slale gifl Vol sElrfY IS Wertn)Y o E
sz Wilese life nes plot s gzl
BYAhISAUGEINAEh ERCONOSIVENNELERE]*
(Presidanit Gordos) &, Flireilay, Ensic,
Meiyy 1998, 49)

True Doctrine

“Whosoever looketh on a woman to lust
afiter her hath' committed adultery with
her already: inrhis heart™ (Matthew! 5:28]).

SAndVeErIyAIsayAunte el asii iaversaid
before, e that Iopkethr on ar Woman: tor st
aiiterh e oiiRanyashialifcommitiac titery
IRrChEIIFhEZ RS thEVASHal MO heVErthe
SpilcUEshelNaEnyAtheNaithreneshell
el (DEC §3:108)

A Prophet’s Plea

*I plead with you boys ... to keep
yourselves free from the stains of the world.
You must not indulge ins sleazy: talk at school.
You must not tell sultry jokes. You must not
fool around with the Internet to find
pornographic materiall. You must not dial a
long-distancel telephone number to listen) to
fillthi You must not rent; videos with
pornogdiaphy: of any: kind. ihisi salacious) stuff
SimplyZis not o you. Stay: aweay: from
polnedraphylas youwoeuld aveid a serous
disease; It 1S a5 destirlctive: It can BECOmE
hapittal, and theserwhonndulgennit get se
thiey, cannot [eaveiit alones 1ths addictives

Pornography Worse Than Most
Addictions

"Pornographic or erotic stories and pictures are worse
than filthy or polluted food. The body has defenses
to rid itself of unwholesome food. With a few
fatal exceptions, bad food will only make you sick
but do no permanent harm. In contrast, a person
who feasts upon filthy stories or' pornographic or
erotic pictures and literature records them in this
marvelous retrieval system we) call a brain. The
brain won't vomit back filth. Once recorded, it:will
always remain) subject to recall, flashing its
perverted images; across, your: mmd an) drawmg
you away. from the wholesome things inlifer
(Rezlllin) sl Czlies, Crllllgnieas for ire (azlf Aflezldl
(pamphlet 1974), 4=5 reprmted A Rinasaheyre
Selnlel, N Ere), Fele) I 740 k)




Pornography is “Hypetr-
addictive”

Pormography; is also addictive. It impairs
decision-making capacities; and it “hooks" its
USErS) dirawing) them: back ebsessively: fior
moere and moere. Aiman whorhadibeen addicted
te) poinographyend torhiakd drigsiwikoterme
thiSicompanison: D my.eyes cocaine,
doesn;thold a candlertorthisi i have doyie
Dot Quitting even thieshardestdriugs,
Washothing compared toNibryingritorguit;
vofrlderzion e (letiar of Yer, 20, 2005,
(Dzllip) 7l Qzlids, “Rornaeraon Y, C, Aol
2005, ).

Preventing Internet Pornography

Set time limits on TV Watching and
Internet use.

Do not let young| children surf the
internet without supervision.

Encouragel your children to report
instances of rUnning acress offensive
Websites.

Do noti allew chat reoms) and other
groups.

Do not allow! yoeurs children to) participate
N MyASpace: dityouldon/t knowiii:
theyhiaVeram MyASpa e A site) i d o
todays

Ithey have e Eacebook pade, Vol
NEEUNEONISINENREGUERTNA

Elisnliizics 2 forms of pornodrzlony irfomm)
VOUROMES

The Lord is Waiting for You

“If your life is in disarray
and you feel uncomfortable
and unworthy to pray
because you are not clean,
don’t worry. [Heavenly
Father] already knows all
about that. He is waiting
for youl to kneel in humility
and take the first steps”
(Elder'Richard G. Scott,
“True Friends that Lift,”
Ensign, November 1988)
77).

Preventing Internet Pornography

An ancient Japanese proverb states, “A
problem, clearly identified, is half the solution.”
Do not allow your children to view: R-rated or
even somel PG-13 movies or videos.

Monitor internet use; have al filter'iff necessary.
The family: computer should be in a high traffic
alieal in the home— the monitor should be facing
the most “used” part off the roomi.

There should never be a computer, TV, or VCR
N youlr child‘sibedroomi Never, Never: INEVeEr:
Be carefulfofifthershiowsyours children viewron
Helevisiony; miRimize I viewingl [Shows; like
Despenate HoUsewiVes andiGrey/sHARNatomy -

The Lord Still Loves You

1 want you to
know! this, if you
are struggling with
this temptation and
pPErhiapsyourhave
not quite been alole
to) resist, the Lord

StillNGVESHNOUFA(EldEr
BoyaNE PaCke oY ouRg I er
Opily, [S=le Lz)l<e Clays TFhe
EhLrCH O JESUS ChIFTSII o)

I zjuiar=clely Salies, L9781 4).

We Have a Prophet

“As a young child, I believed we had a
prophet and that he spoke the truth; but I'm not
sure I understood that the prophet was speaking
to me personally. When I was) a young wifierand
mother, my: husband spent two years in the ail
force. We lived in military, housing on' Long
Island), New! York. Whilertendingl our youmng
children, I often visited with neighbors whoerhad
comgelfitom allfoVer the country. One day: as a
neighbor and T werertalking about; our beliess, shie
became clhious about whatiwes diffierent about
MihEl Ghiurich off Jesisi Chiist off Latter=day, Saints.




We Have a Prophet

I told her briefly about the Restoration, and I
explained that the restored Church of Jesus Christ
has a living prophet today. This really seemed to
pigue her interest, and she wanted to know what the
prophet had said. As I started to tell her about the
Doctrine and Covenants and modern revelation, she
said, "Butiwhat has he said lately?” I told her about
denerall confierence and thiat the Churkeh had a
monthiy: publication withra messade fifom the
prophet. Thenishe got really/ interested. I was) so
embarrassed tor admit that I hadniti read the current
messadger Shelconcluded ouir conversation by, saying),
Yourmean you have aHiving prophet andiyourdonft
Knowiwhet ersaid2 Alnrthat situationtihadnit shiowi
whetitimeant torsustainf (@eneter Fales Beckihiam,
SSstainine thENENVIRGNPROPRELS) A ESIgl, May.

1996, 84)r
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