For the Strength of
Parents

Teaching & Indoctrination

Parenting is a Difficult Task

. This
IS especially: se when moral foundations of
honoprr and decency, are eroding aroundl us:
o have successfiul homes, values must be
taught;, andl there must belrules), there
must; belstandards, andl there must be
abySelUtESHIMany SOCIEHESIGIVE PaliEntsIVER:
itblerstuppont infteaching and henokng d
morallValles: ATnumber off cultires are
vaconlisle) sssantizllly Eltelsss, el izl
O EENOURGEIRPEOPIENNNHOSEISOEIELESIaE:
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CGlogel Perantie),“ Ensic, Moy 1990, PN

Indoctrination

From www. Dictionary.com
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Ever Felt This Way?

Child Development professionals
categorize kids into two main
groups:
nhernaturaliyscompliant intrnsically,
kind inherentiyAlegicalchildren
Yourchildren

Indoctrination

¢ The word “Indoctrinate” sounds so
negative... It’s really not.

o From Webster’s On-line
Dictionary:

o1:

» 2 oM mBUENWIthRarusteliApartisSer
or sgerzrlzln) Ovlnion, Polne of e, o
orisieiols

Indoctrinate

Afiter citing D&C 68, Elder Matthias
Cowley: stated at General Conference),

I take this tor mean exactly, what
it says, that It is the

L, e doctrils of reganizlnes, =l
e ordiglziples of pelotisa, By lamersion,
)Y Eple ngle @nay alre dignii veelrs ale, kel
=[50 Enle gzieree ordipzipes of tne Jz)vialee)
Ol ESHeIRthENIORtHENS IV GIOST. .. .




Indoctrinate (Cont).

“Now, my brethren and sisters, ...let us
be practical, and ask ourselves whether we

; to do in the
education of our children in the principles, of
the Gospel.

It 1s the duty of every man and woman
to see, just as far as possible, that their
children are taught) light/and truth, that they
are taughtito pray in their infancy, that they
are taughtitoiebserve the Sabbath day/ to
keepittholy, thatthey are taught the:
doctrines of virtue and honor' before God) as
being dearer than lifelitself, that they are
taughtitorespect the holy Priesthood.:.
(EldersMatthiasiEscowley/ Conference’
Report, Apriltl902, Morning Session’ 73. )

Inoculate vs. Indoctrinate

“An affliction like polio can cripple or destroy:
the body. An affliction like sin can cripple or
destroy the spirit. The ravages of polio can now.
be prevented by immunization, but the ravages

of sin| require other means of prevention. Doctors

cannot iImmunize against iniguity. Spiritual
protection comes only: fiom; the Lord—and! in His
OWIn Wa

“ARussellSMINeIson) PErection PErRding),
ahid OLHER FaVorteNDIscolses [Salt EaikerCity:
DESERET BOKE0R, SB[ IBON)

Proper Indoctrination (Cont.)

“Suchi young people are properly:
foxtified against suchi evilsias early: and
steady, dating. They: will greow: Uprwithrne
petting o immoekality’ andnene off the

Serious), dameading thingstwhichiruinIVeEs,

“Parents shoularchiart and guiderthe
COUSE ol thelFchildrensHiVeshirtherearly,
VeasmimenttherewilINENONE O thE
IRt cIESHEHEESElRSIRRaREN I
(Sweriear W, ez, Trie Mirziele of
Foreiverass [Sale Lzlla Cliovi Booldertz]jis
19891, )

Indoctrinate (Cont.)

“Years ago as a young medicall student,
I saw: many: patients afflicted! with
diseases thati are now: preventable. Tioday.
It 1S, pessiblertor immunize individuals
agaiinst conditions that once were
disabling=—evenrdeady: Onermedical
mEethod By whichracauiredNmmunityAs
conferredishnectlation:

Slple tern) Jridetlzlie 1S fEiselnlzltlnle), e
COMES oM tVONEStINEOLS Y ImEa NG
SWiEnlas clnlel getifts, saezlnlinle) zin) eve.t Fnle
VeI

Proper Indoctrination

“In a properly charted Latter-day Saint
home, young people, especially young men, will
plan a mission.

e willillsanrhonorablermission and he will
get hisi education. Hewillfbe marmed in the holy
temple teraflovelyAtatier=day Saint gl whie alse
hasithese semerideals and whose liferhes
fiollowediarsimilair planned colise i hemerand
Chiurchrtor preparerher tor bl aloving wiie and
Mothers

Who is Indoctrinating Our
Children Today

+ If we don't teach, testify, and indoctrinate, are

youl willing to let someone else do it for you?




Creating A Spiritual Environment
in the Home

One youn? man wrote: One of the reasons I love to
bring my friends to_our home. s to. give.them a
chance! to feel the Spirit that we' have there. Almost
Without exception, everyone who comes through the
front door: stops, looks around, and says “Wow. This
/5 really, meat. = They: don't kmow: what they: are.
freeling, but they like it. After ther Semnior promi), iy
date. and L, alongr With two: other couples, calmie Dack
L0} OUIF HOIME, to) SpEnd. the rest: or the evening: 1 still
rermemper my. giiHfend sitting i the rocking) cliai i,
oUNIVing oo aid seying,) Lreglyareel comioitable
Y OUIRIOUSEN TIEE S SOmEthIng iere that I eally:
Jike 4 Ejidle el Spleh Kelovy flele WikEle Sple el fedlinle)
Welsh theH oIy Gliost (BOss 8B5S, Alidliig Yol
ClllcrerWibi e GOSPE] A Creg g OPpPORUIRILES OF
SpituglExperences Salt EakerCitys IDESEret Book,
2005, 20));

Lesson from the Homefront

A Mother from Texas wrote:

“We have made our home a ‘guest
friendly” home so thel childrens bring
theirfriends here rather than have
them congregate at the homes oft
others. We havel a variety off board
games, Wholeseme: activities, a
basketball standard, and havehed a
pool tablerand now: ank ailf hockey,
game to) helprattract older childrens
EVERy Eriday, nightiis pizza night”
We onder enolghl pizzea fols WheEVESR
IS there: We KeEp pality/ fionds: o
hend e 2l spontanEsUS teen Panrtys”

A Promise from a Prophet

“Not one child in a hundred

would go astray, if the home R
environment, example and ﬁ
training, were in harmony with

the truth in the gospel of

Christ, as revealed and taught

to the Latter-day Saints.

Fathers and mothers) you are

largely: te blamel fior the!

infidelity: and indiffierence: of

youl: childrent.

U

(Oosephr=rSmith) GoSspE)
DoctinerISalti EalkerEitys
DESERET Boo, ICBO N pr S02)

The Single Most Important
Factor

“Creating al spikitual environment in the home
providesithe best oppoertunity for our children
to develop: al shield of faith  within themselves,
Inj ours study, of effective parenting),
experienced parentsiwhor hadl already, raised
theirchildrenrasiwellrasivounaradults who:
couldiooksbeckion thel Upkrnging identikiied
the spifitURIFEnVionmEn o thElFhoMES &S
thiersinglenmostimpoertanticctorin ising
Hghteous childirEnE BRI EoprEBERANChEWIEKS
[erl Seerdis Wise Parernis Ko Friged sl
friig Frlirleis oLl Czig) Beo) ie) fzljse Feljir)itl],
Corlficlane, Responsiole Crildren [Sellt )i
Clioys Desarar Boelc, 2004 45

Lessons from the Homefront

A 22 year-old male college student wrote:

“My parents ensured that the home was like a temple.
They ensured evil influences did not find their way into
the home. Our use of media was closely monitored. A
factor that I think had a major impact, and one that many
people underestimate,

4

&

Why Good Homes

“Good homes are stilll the best source
off good humans” (Neal A. Maxwelll,
Ensign), Octeber 1974, p. 71).




Keys to Establishing a Spiritual
Environment in the Home

1. Being Friends/Connection/

Relationship with our
Children:

If there is no connection or
relationship, we need to find ways to
build/ that= and very guickly.

Be Friends with Children

“In short, if we want to be
friends with our children, we
need to treat them the same way
wel treat good friends. We must
leti them know! that weivalue and
appreciate them, and we must
provide thersuppertiand
encolragement they meed to
becomerhealthy and rfesponsible
adults (Bess & Boss, Armmiing
YouR Clilldreni Wit tideNGoSES
Crazliirle] Oooaritfiiies fos
SpILEINEXPERENGES [Salt Lake
Ciltys Deseret Book, 2003] 42).

Why Family Prayer?

"I promise you that as you
consistently and fervently pray as
a family, and as each member
takes his or her turn and sincerely:
prays for others,

“(JohnrHk Groberd), “The
Power o EamilNAPieyer SEnsign)
May o8 50)k

One-on-One

W

... Listen to
your children, really: listen.
Talk with them), laughi and joke
witth them), sing with them), play;
witth: them,, cry: with them, hug
them), honestly: praise them.

“N(Ezraliaiit BERSOn), Vio) e
WothersiinZion, pemphletiSali
Lake @ity e ChurchiofiJests
ChrisHeifltatter=aday Saints,
1987), =9k

Keys to Establishing a Spiritual
Environment in the Home

2. Family Prayer: 3
Nephi 18:21
“Pray in your families unto the
Father, always in my name,
that your wives and your
children may be blessed.” (3
Ne. 18:21.)

W

“NHenry B Eyring)
SEanmly Eollowershipy A Ensigny,
April 1973} 29-30))

Keys to Establishing a Spiritual
Environment in the Home

3. Surround home with gospel based

media and artwork

The spiritual environment of the home can also
be strengthened by displaying gospel-related
pictures, such as the temple or the Savior.

= Likewise, the standardworks)
Church magazines;, and Church videos and
DVD’s can| helps make our home a house of
God,” but enly if'we use them consistently.




Absorption

“In a way, our children learn by osmosis—
absorbing like sponges from the spiritual
environment in whichi they: live, the
examples they ebserve, and thel things
they daily: experience. This is why: religion
cannot be neatly compartmentalized inte a
single day; of the week or inte some
ritualistic act.

) Bt WeErcannot sit passiVelAbyY:
and hope that they absorreligion (BhE
op) e BIAN ChadWichk Ve Secretsi jse.
Pzlranis Kroy: Irigel ziriel Friie Friirles Lol
Czir) Do ig) Relise Feirlitll, Corliielsrlt,
Rasoapsiole Childran [Sele Lz <a Gla
Deseret Book 20021 C);

Picture of the Temple

“Let us share with our
children the spiritual
feelings we have in the
temple. And let us teach
them more earnestly and
more comfortably the
things we can appropriately
say. ...

(President Howard W.
Hunter, A Temple-
Motivated People, Ensign,
Feb. 1995, 5; emphasis
added))

Copy of the Book of Mormon

I challenge the homes
of Israel to display on their
walls great quotations and
scenes from the Book of
Mormonk:.:

I have a vision of
homes alerted, of classes
alive, and of; pulpits aflame
with| the spirit of Book of:
Mormon) messages’ (Ezra
Taft|Benson, “Elooding the
Earth with the Book' of
Merimon)~ Ensign, Nov:
1988, 4).

Mission Stories

¢ As a missionary in the Pacific Northwest, we would
often knock on doors and were often let in—
although we could not discern whether the people
letting us in were members of the Church or not.
Once in the heme, we would immediately begin to
scan the reom) for artifacts, relics, pictures, or crafits
made in relief society. In many homes, it was
immediatelyseasy tortellthatwe weren the home off
al e tter=aayASalmnts
In o ewn homes, would eur faith) be! difficult to)
detect ifif armissionany, knocked onf ol dool, net
KnowindiWewerermembers? Each roon inF ol
hemes) coulditellSEherstory et U falthk

Lessons from the Homefront

A mother and grandmother
wrote:

“T hung a picture of the temple on
the wall straight on from the
stairs. Weithey camel ups they:
would autematically: seerit and
hopefitlly it weuld imprint the
desiie te berworthy, tor attendiit:::
\Weralsorhiad resmsiWhere ol
couldrgprand find peacerandlguiet
and peacefull surroundings to
pPoONdErRand read:

Refinement and Beauty

“Encourage good music
andl art andl literature in
your hemes. Homes that
Nave a| spirit off rEfinement:
and beauity, willtblessithie
livesteiyourchildren
fiorever  (Ezmahalit
BENSsonErsighy INCVEmBENR
1957, S,




Keys to Establishing a Spiritual
Environment in the Home

4. Family Home Evening

“The weekly: [family] home
evening Is the Lord’'s wWay: to
buildithe foundation: to
Safieguiandr ol youthragainst
thenllsithat beset the
Worle“ (Prasieene mlzifole) &),
Eeleg Fple Tezienlnle)s of
rlzirole B, E=e el E)ye|a 1),
Willizipns [Selt Ezllda Cloy:
Booleraft, 1998, 284).

Keep Monday Night Sacred

“I have received not a few
invitations to participate in
community Mondax
gatherings of one kind or
another. I have uniformly
turned down these
invitations with
appreciation, but with the
explanation that T have
reserved Monday as family,
home evening time. I
earnestly hoge that each) of
you will do the same™
(President Gordon B.
Hinckley; “Tol Men of'the
Priesthood,” Ensign, Nov.
2002, 58).

They Learn More Than We Think

“Children; need! to know! that their parents
love them enough to teach them the
gospel. Monday evenings cani be made
special by family: home evening——by: the
love) presents, andl by, music, demes, and
Valuabledearninaimomentsy Werhave
foundithat the child whojisiroelling on
thefloor during family home evening
listens and learnsimore; than we thinlk
possible  (IEeEand RN EUITIS) S EPPINESS
LS Flommeszies,“ Ensicr, Nov., 1990, 12
angnlesis added).

President Hinckley Speaks Out

“Now there appears to be a growing tendency to
schedule other events on Monday night. We
respectfully request that our public school officials
andl others let us have this one evening a week to
carry forward this important andl traditional program.
We ask that they not schedule eventsi that will reguire
the time off children om Monday evenings. Werare
confident that they will realize that it s most
important that families have the oppoertunity, at least
Once a Week;, te be together without confiicting
leyalities. Wershallfhe grraceitiindeca i they will
cOOpErateNin thistmatter Andiwe trde) in the
strongest: terms possible, thet fiathers and moethers
regard moest sereusiyAthisfopportinity and challenge
termekeroi Monday eveninagrartimersacredito the
fiamilie

Few In Numbers

According to the recent
study: conducted by Top.
and Chadwick,
approximately.

Teach Doctrine in FHE

“We must not forget this home evening
every: Monday, night. I say: every Monday
evening. We don’t have other meetings, we
don’t go te shews), Wel don't go; to ballfgames),
weldonit go toranything, because Monday: hias
Been| set apart by the LLord and hisi peoplerto
hoeld the home evening: hat s Whererwe ale
goIng tersaverotiFnationsyatSs WhERENWE
ale goin? torhaVerpEaCE O Ealtil  andNEcan
comeroniyAthiretdhrtheNamilyias thersached
Uit EhetcantbENdEPENUECRUIPBHY




Teach Doctrine (Cont.)

“We have somethingl serious in every,
home evening. Tihe father is the head of
every: home, and' even though the mother
may/ bejust as brilliant or more soj), the
liather has BEENI SEL apart by thertordito
loeksaiterhis familyz Fe canipreside at
thet heomereveninagrand heve aralorous
progiiempwithralisthENmEMBERS Ol thie
emiiNAte kiR g etV EREXPECT IR ONE O
EVenrthotchthesmightieclianlittiENnienion
SemEUMESTHENOIESIEhHENIOIMEEVERIRNE""

Keys to Establishing a Spiritual
Environment in the Home
. Scripture Study: Deuteronomy 6:6-7

“Often we spend great effort in trying to increase the
activity levels in our stakes. We work diligently to raise

the percentages of those attending sacrament meetings.

We labor to get a higher percentagei of our young men
on missions. We strive to improve the numbers of those
marrying in the temple. All ofi these are commendable
efforts and important to the growth of the kingdom.

“(Ezra Taft:Benson) “he Power of:
the Word),“ Ensign, May 1986, 8i1; emphasisiadded).

What is Our Intent?

“We can also share
scripturre reading) with our

children in a way, that NS «':
makes) it likely they: feel .‘.‘ A
-

A (rlenry B,
Evirisle), SFzlsmily
Follovwersnie, 4 Ensierl,
Aoril 1973, 30-31).

Teach Doctrine (Cont.)

SWeheverecommended thatisoiiicif a5
possibleraliftherchildrenshiaVerth el ey
SehptURES anENEanItorUSEthEmE:  (SPENCENR
W ozl L Fezierlines of Soaresr Y.
Kirrozl], editeel By Ecyyzirel B, izl Sl
Lzli<a Cleys Booleraft, 19852 5455

Why Scripture Study

“Scripture study as individuals
and as a family is most
fundamental to learning the
gospel. Daily reading the
!/Iﬁ” scriptures and discussing them
f(“/ & together'has long been

Tz suggested as a powerful tool
5?32 against/ignorance and/the:
L temptations of Satan.

“(Spencer W. Kimball)
Teachings orspencer WaKimball,
ed. Edward L. Kimball [[Salt Lake
City: Bookcrafit; 1982/, 129;
emphasisiadded)".

Who Doesn’t Need This
Promise?

1 feel certain that if, in our homes, parents will read
from the Book off Mormon prayerfully and regularly,
both by themselves and with: their children, the spirit
of that great: book will comel to) permeate our homes
andl alllwhoe dwell therein. The spirit of reverence will
increase; mutuall respect and consideration for each
other will grow. Tihe: spilit off contention willl depart:
Parents willfcounsel theiir childreniin greater love and
wisdom  Children will'be morerrespensive and
submissive te the counsel or thellf parents.
Righteousness willincrease: Eaith) hope, and charty=
=the pure loverofi Chirist==will-2aboundin ouiF hones
andNiVes,  Brneinain theFWake pESCE, JoV, ad
heppIRESS S (Makioh ERROMNEY Eisigiy Mey 1980, p.
67))




Parents & Scriptures

"I am convinced that families, even young children,
can learn to love the scriptures. A few years ago when
I was in Colorado Springs for a conference, I called on
Mark McConkie, son off Elder and Sister Bruce R.
McConkie, to address the question: “How: didl you
develop ailove for the scriptures?” Asi I recalll, he said:
1 first developed a love for the scriptures; firom) my.
mother. I remember she would teach me while she did
her ironing. L felt how: she loved the scriptures by, the
way/ sheiwould speak about the prophets. How much
she loved them! As/ T grew! older, I wouldf listen to the
recordings of the scriptukes. I Wanted torknow the
schiptureslike my/ fiather Semetimes he would enter
the roomwhilesiwesHistenindg anditiwonld talike nim:
i’ust 2 moment toridentii/ therexact schiptiie ITwais
Istening toy INWented ter berablertorde) thiats ™ (9"
Richeard Clarke, My SeulFDElightethiin therScriptures,”
Epseln, Neovs k982 s,

Keys to Establishing a Spiritual
Environment in the Home

Informall Discussions
Wet or dry interviews

Families and Ice
Cream

When thoese teaching
moments occur, seize
them!

“'Sin comes when communication lines are down
always does, sooner or later” (President Spence!
Kimball, CR, April 1972, 29).

Keys to Establishing a Spiritual
Environment in the Home

7. Parental Example

“If each and everyone of us
who are parents will reflect
upon the responsibilities
devolving upon us, we shall
come to the conclusion that
we should never permit
ourselves to)do)anything,
that'we are not:willing to
see our children do. We
should'set themian example
that- we wishithem, to
imitate” (Brigham Young),
Journal of Discourses)
14:192).

Getting Creative

Comments from a father in Texas:

“We talk about the scriptures
regularly and will read together at
least once a week. I love to listen
to the scriptures on my iPod. For
Christmas I boufght a bunch) of;
broken iPods off'eBay. I fixed them
and replaced the internall batteries
so they would work as good as
new. Then I filled eachrof them
with the entire audio) version of the
scriptures and other Church) books:
along with) quality, uplifting| music.
I gave each of our'kids onelof'these
for' Christmas. 1I"'m pleased to) catch
them listening to the scripturesiand
willlefiten’ catch| them) doing so.”

Making Time for Children

A father of five from Tiexas wirote:

We ask oul children “what they: feell about
certain things. We occasionally: have one
O ONE MEeetings withreach ehild, where
WE caln tallk aboeut thingsithat are
impertant torthEmi YAS Palt Ofi thioSE
mEEtings), WelGEL a betteFieelingrioWihat
thEeyAreallyAeel i BEain e o UIFtESEIMERIES
S e PPIOPHEtERIESISORtEYACEIIES T
WhiathWeENElIEVErN S aISONmPOteE

Spotting Hypocrites Miles Away

“If children; see usi preachingl one thing and
doing another it often Kills their desirke tor gain
a testimoeny. Teenagers especially: can smell a
hypocrite a mile away. Ifi parents say. they,
know! the Churchi is true, then) constantly/loose
theilr temper, Waetch inappropliate MmoVIEs),
treat thellF spolse Wilth diSFESPECE, ELCa it
usualiykillsftherdesierofif thelF children ter eVen
Weht torSEEKEa LESTImeNYA LimVAPERENtSIale
JEnksianEthEY ANV ENESUIMBMES S thERNVAEL
oS tHENOSPEINE CRENGIRthEmE
(Personzl Corrasganielaies wWits friznlel clgidl
collegzietia, Penelzll Wrlenie),




One Young Man Reported...

W

However,
she never divulged: confidences) and she never
gossiped. As I Was drowingl up), I thought that
WS e classyAWeaytoract, end I prided  myselfien
doing the same (Inf Boss & Bess) Arming: Your:
ChildrenwitisthieENGOSPEA S Creaitilng OpPortliiES
o SplHtz/ Experences Saltt LakerGitys IDEseret
Biook;, 2003, SO).

The Power of Example

There is no greater gift that we can
give our children than to et them
seel the principles) of the gespel lived
N ou lives;

The Test (Cont.)

“If parents have never caught the vision of
the clean life, can they picture it to the members
of their families?

“Iff parents have never been in the temple,
can they: teach their children the great
adventades off temple martiage?

“If fiather andl mother have givenine thought
to the meaning of a mission), canl they: develop)in:
the hearts) of their sons andl daughtess) a desire to
PEHORN ONE?:

i parents themselves are not fitlly, converted
10 thie Gospel, can they: effiectivell convert: thel:
own children?“ (IMalfke E. Petersen), Al Falifi tor Live:
ByAIBoekeralit 1C59] R IZ=1IS))

A Stake President Shared...

“The main reason I love the scriptures is because
my dad loved them. Throughout his life, I was
continuously impressed! with his faithfulness in
studying the scriptures. He read them
constantly. On many occasions, while reading,
he wouldisay, “Sem, Il didn’t know! this,” and then
proceed to telllme about somethingl “new” he'd
discovered while readingl the Book off Mermon! for
the “nth”“time.  Since I love my. fiather, itis only;
netlral thet Iove therthings heloves: INWent to
be ke Rim A (CinfBoss: & Boss) Armaling Your:
ChldrenwitistieNGOSPEA N Creaiting OppPorliitES
o SplHtz/ Experences Saltt EakerGity IDEseret
Biook;, 2003, SO).

The Test

“If the parents do not know! the thrill of
a clear conscience, can they teach! its joy;
to) their little ones?

S parents have never known the
Satisfiaction Whichrcomes) thirotghrthe
peyment o anthioNEst tithe) canrthiey: plani:
thierseeds o ObEdIENCE Lo thisHaWARFthE
HEaRtSIeirthElFchildieEn®?

SiApErEntSHENVENM EVEIRNEISCOVEREENIE
N2l IEReIEE PN ENIBIVAIENSEBBE I
deyrcanrthEyAteachrthERehildiEnsterionor
Jit?

Keys to Establishing a Spiritual
Environment in the Home

8. Service (Mosiah 4:15)




Independence Day

One 4th of July I was looking forward to a restful
day off. My wife had gotten up very early to go walking
with a friend. When she got home, I was still in bed.
Shei described the debris throughout the neighboerhood
caused by high winds' the night before. She suggested
that we go help the elderly widow who lived dewin the
street.

At first I thought, “LLet her kids) clean her' yard. She
has plenty: who liverinithe area. Then the thought of
her fialling ever infher walker trying) tor pick up
Blianchiesigpt tor me) andil arose: begiddingly:  IWeas
not happyAter hiave my! day/ ofiffinterrtpted. Doryou
thinksIWeas: deing tolet ol fivie children sieeprnpwhile
Wenwent dewnrand Woerked inrthErnelghborsiyeard?
CEVERVOnE det tpliairordered, Werare doig to help
ouFnEIghdercleantherfvardy e Younwouldiave thought
they/d beenraskeditordet arcoliple ofittecth pulled.

Independence Day (Cont.)

Walking home after several hours of work,
Naomil said, “Dad, let’s doi that again! I hadi so
much fun.” I think what she really meant was,
“Dad, I like the good! spiritual feeling I get when I
serve others.” I felt a very special closeness to
my. childiren that day.

Llessons: Learned.
Wheni wel servelothers, welcome closer: tor God.

IS.erving other people brings the spifil inte our
IVES).

Family/ bending eccuisSiWhER WeWork todether n!
cl geod! calser

Weheve arresponsibility tor teachrolir childrenito
SERVE OLhENS

Keys to Establishing a Spiritual
Environment in the Home

10. Family Vacations to Teach the
Gospel

Independence Day (Cont.)

After much coaxing, everyone finally got up and put on
their work clothes. As we walked down the road, I looked
at my wife’s bright, smiling face. Then there was the rest of
us. Asiwe walked, I thought of Nephi with Laman, Lemuel
and! the sons of Ishmael followinglalong.

As we arrived with rakes and a wheelbarrow, we found
ourr neighbor attempting to) clean up the rubble. She was
very old andhad tor use a walker: torkeep her balance. As
we worked inrhervard, shecommented tormer and: my:
eleven-year-old daughter, Naomil, that “she was just al peor:
widew Iady: andididnit have any: moeney, ter pay: us. = Naomi
Said, Yourdon t need torpayAus: WeWan it to)d o this! Al
thought, “YourlitterhypocrtelouwWere just ghpinalas
loudly asiinweasialittEAwhilE aaoerand new ol ke thina) to
PENHENEROIAASIWEN G e ARG Plcked IR EIEN e Sty a i alii
ficelinENEd e EONaFOANSIEEN et SHIEREONE ESEHIEMINE] e
spiRtRNtS st pIckine UpbenchEs endNe kinaNEaVES)

Keys to Establishing a Spiritual
Environment in the Home

9. Parent-Child Interviews

“Have regular cne-on-one visits; with your
children. Let them talk about Whiat they,
would like te. Teach then gospel principles.
lieachrthemrtrue values: ellfthempyourlove
themp Persenal timenvithiyouls childrenttells
themwhenre Dad o Momi putsihisHiorhEr
orlorities (Ezrz) et B2nson), Corrle, Lisies) ic
2 Proorai’s Vojee [Selle Ez)l<a Cliys Desaren
o< Co,, 19I0], 0, 48,

Disneyland or Temple?

¢ It IS amazing how/ few! of our members
have been to the Sacred Grove, Nauvoo,
Kirtland, Winter Quarters, Independence;,
Martin’si Cove), and Vet so many. have been
to Disneyland, Sea World, Magjc Mountain,
Fejg Y/ e)zls), Eie,

9 \What mESSadEr dOES thiSISENE e ol
childrenrabolit prRoHtES?

S\ athiRWENWER L LONOK NGO OIS EhE
NiEmplEneneiasiarsicErexclisichVisied
Disaaworled, Insiaziel of @ne otnler Wehy
zifotniel?
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Vacation Lesson from the
Homefront

One father from Utah
reported:

“When each of our four:
children turned 12 we went on
a Churchr History: fiamily, trip...
sowelve been| tor Nauvoo,
Independence, Palmyira),
Kiitiand), and Sharen,
Vermont, s s the; place)
pPIGNEER trek fitom Winter
Quiarters, Martin's Cove), and
Livenpeol, England:”

Be Where Your Supposed to Be

"My boys are both Eagle Scouts, but I would be
the first to admit that they were not very good
scouts. Then how did they obtain that high
rank? There is only onelexplanation:

.. On Wedhesday.
nights), they always went to) their scout
meetings. I therewas al campoult), mesit badge
aCtVity) ewc., they A wereln attendancer I hiave
noticed iffyouth gortorseminary every: day: fior
four years, they: Will graduates iff the go; te high
schoolNfoFouRvears ey willigradiate: ShaVve
alSe SEEh et St ENESFaOrONCOlIEGE EVERY
day;, takingl e fitliNead e fouryears, hey  will
ghiaduater it s thel same withHifelin generall
Mest suceess inifens shiowinal i and sticking
torthertaskaathand “NRendaINANHEhE 25
Migiz) ke EDS Pejraplis |4z /e z el mloyy ige Aok
Trir, 39).

Keys to Establishing a Spiritual
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rule.

Where else where we find answers to the
huge problems: thati fiace ourVouth?

Whier canrwe thst torduiiderts? Politicians,
MEVIE] Stals) ERren EXECULIVES, Pakents),
CREChES, IEAChHENRS?.

Weezlniploe follow Erle ergoniet if We do ploe
KnhowaWhiehEhasiseidNEtEndingNEEnEr el
Confaranics, rezldinle) Critiren ralzlefzlZ]ges
disetissinle “For drle Sirerlejin) ofe)tiiglé

Whatever the Prophet says is the

Keys to Establishing a Spiritual
Environment in the Home

11. Put yourself in position to feel the
Spirit. We can do this by always
being where you’re supposed to be
Nothing should! interfere or take precedence over
seminary, YM/YW, Youth Conference, Firesides,
EEY, Becoming an Eagle Scout, Receiving the
Young Women's Recognition Award, Duty te God,
=tc,
Parents) dorallfyourcan tor ensule yourr Kids are
WHErE they, arelsupposed to; be
WWiheni theys arersupposedi tor e there
Doing what: they, arer stppesed tor be doing

Be Where You’re Supposed to
Be

I'n responding to) the guestion), “Who was
most instrumentall in helping) youl gain
your testimony, alyoung father from
Califernia wirote:

SINorone person. I just remember seeing
my, Mo preying), mys Dad getting tealy,
PEhinahiS tEstimony SUREaySEhoo]
teachersiteachinciencNeeinagrthErSpi:
z\plel KnloWinle) for @ple flrse Elane Wizl e Wels,
SEMIaAtEaChERS thatimedENMENER]IZE
irle cosos Works for rezll life sednzrios,
thia NN SNEE B W SR G O U PRET O,
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